
A very special  Arts Centre 
                    is looking for an angel



A place for the Arts in the Mediterranean sun                         

Proposal for an international artist residence 
in Andratx, Mallorca



CAN BURGOS
... locally known as  “Sa Taronja” (the Orange) is a very unusual cultural centre,  looking for a very 
special patron.  The place - an old chicken farm on the island of Mallorca.  An idyllic property on 
the edge of the village of Andratx, where for the last 15 years there has been much playing of 
music, singing, dancing, painting, sculpting and dreaming.  The 250-yr old farmhouse is the entrance 
to 6000 square metres of orange and lemon orchards and old chicken sheds, which now embrace 
studios, halls, theatre,  gallery and restaurant.  The centre is on the point of evolving into some-
thing with much greater outreach, transforming its rustic charm into a unique residential centre of 
creation and retreat for international artists and students.  To help take this leap into the future, 
the centre and its non-profit organisation are looking for a sponsor.



THE HISTORY
The chicken farm belonged Guillem Reus Bosch, an Andratx resident who,  like many others from 
this village during the hard years of the 1920’s, went to seek his fortune in Cuba.  He returned 40 
years later,  bought the old house with his savings and opened a chicken farm,  housing 8000 birds in 
three great halls.  Built in the industrial-agricultural style of that era,  these barns are a rare sight in 
Mallorca today.  After the owner retired the property stood empty until two local artists bought 
it in l997, dreaming of an arts centre in a village which had never had one.  It turned out that cre-
ating a cultural playground was more difficult and costly than they had thought,  and many years 
ago they passed it on to another idealist,  the current owner Tina Horne.  Through many ups and 
downs,  she has run it,  with the Sa Taronja  Association,  until today.  It has become a much-loved 
institution among local and inter-national artists, and an important part of Mallorca’s cultural 
scene.



Over the years Sa Taronja has found its place and made its mark on the town.  For many,  it is 
impossible to imagine Andratx without this idiosyncratic,  magical place;  and all those whose lives 
have been touched by it,  hope it will continue,  in one way or another,  to be part of the com-
munity.

When it all began, it was not easy to convince the town hall and the island council that this 
old chicken farm was the perfect place for an arts centre.  It took great perseverance,  an eclectic 
and lively programme and the passionate participation of many international and local artists as 
well as young people from Andratx and the surrounding area, to make it what it is today:  an es-
sential part of life in south-western Mallorca.
One of the dreams that kept the Association going over the years was the hope that one day it 
would become a residential centre,  since so many artists from all over the world have asked to 
come and spend time at Sa Taronja,  but lack of accommodation made this impossible.

Now,  this dream can come true.

The local authorities have given permission to turn one of the 70-meter-long industrial chicken-
sheds into a 15-unit residential building,  which would bring long-term financial stability,  provide a
living for its owners or managers and bring many benefits to the town,  which has no hotel.  The 
current plan is for an international centre for artistic creation;  but there are other visions pos-
sible.  The potential is unlimited, but nothing can move forward without substantial investment.



As well as offering 
retreat conditions, 
the centre has a 
long-standing con-
nection with the 
community where 
it is located.

A PLACE  FOR  ARTISTS  
TO  WORK

The proposal is for an international 
centre for creation where artists of 
all disciplines,  alone or in groups,  
can find the peace, and also the 
stimulus, necessary for creative  
work.  Many artists,  writers and per-
formers, particularly those work-
ing in northern cities,  long for the 
opportunity to break their routine 
and find new inspiration.



Visiting artists will be able to show their 
work and connect with local artists and the 
public through workshops and exhibitions.



Groups and individual artists from around the world are stimulated by the the informal and multi-
faceted character of Sa Taronja,  and the stunning scenery of south-west Mallorca that surrounds it.





THE  CULTURAL  ASSOCIATION  SA  TARONJA
currently holds workshops, events and exhibitions in the centre which 
also hosts a celebrated chamber music series, Serenata Berlin.  It has 
a mailing list of 2500 fans,  and a long history of collaboration with 
other cultural institutions on the island and with the media.  It is ready 
to be involved in future plans, or could cede to new management.



●   Through SA TARONJA,  scores of artists,  dancers,  actors and musicians have found a stage 
and reached an audience. 

●  Young artists have found a place to develop their art in SA TARONJA; children have come in 
contact with creativity.  

●  During the last decade, the village has heard some of the best classical musicians in Europe 
through the Serenata Berlin series, that brings the DSO (German Symphony Orchestra of 
Berlin) to SA TARONJA’s rustic theatre.

●  SA TARONJA’s new-media festival, PING, brought avantgarde work to Mallorca, influenced 
artists around the island and beyond. 

●  Through SA TARONJA,  the musically-inclined young unemployed of the nearby villages have 
had access to a studio, and the centre has been present at the birth of many bands. 

●  Through SA TARONJA, local dancers have a hall, local associations have a meeting place, 
mothers have a place to celebrate their children’s birthdays.   And appartment dwellers (and mem-
bers and friends) can come and wander through the gardens, pick oranges, and help make marma-
lade...

● The Association’s restaurant Limón y Chelo, one of the most charming venues on the island, 
presents a very active music programme in the summer which enchants locals and foreign visitors 
and is in demand for weddings, film shoots and celebrity interviews.

Sa Taronja and the gardens of the Can Burgos estate represent many things to many people.  
It is a place without restrictions, inhibitions or prejudices when it comes to art.  A place where 
many ages, nationalities, colours and cultures rub shoulders, a place that is open to ideas and to 
the future.  Sa Taronja has already had an impact on the local scene - it is ready to extend its 
influence further.  It has something special to offer to everyone who visits.  Meanwhile the new 
version of the centre will hopefully go on bringing creative artists, local and international, to-
gether, thus ensuring the passing on of skills and the continued local involvement in the centre.

THE CULTURAL ASSOCIATION SA TARONJA 



IT IS TIME FOR A CHANGE

The long agricultural halls,  constructed in the 1960s,  are reaching the end of their useful life and 
need rebuilding and soundproofing.  The charming old farmhouse and restaurant are ripe for reno-
vation.  The new generation of young artists and musicians that are knocking at our doors require 
resources and up to date equipment.  Those concerned about the future of art and culture in our 
society will understand the importance of this investment:  as will those worried about the future 
of society itself.   This is about the support of emerging artists,  the creation of new audiences,  the 
civilizing and motivation of the young,  based on a belief in the power of art to open our minds and 
make us free.



For many years Sa Taronja, due to its reputation as a magical place for artists, has been bombarded 
with requests for residence which it could not fulfil.
Once again, performers, painters, teachers and groups are trying, in vain to book for 2015 and 16. 
The new accommodation units that are planned, single and double, will meet a great need, offer 
facilities, simplicity and peace - and a view of the hills.

A room of one’s own for creative artists,  at a moderate price.

Architectural suggestion… borrowed from the web



A LETTER FROM A VISITING ARTIST  

To Whom It May Concern:

As a Canadian pianist who had the opportunity to visit and play at Sa Taronja in 2008,  I hardly know how 
to convey my sadness that it is not receiving the support needed to thrive.  I carry such a beautiful picture 
and feeling of my time there.  If any arts centre deserves to be nurtured and supported it is Sa Taronja.  
The range of activities is truly unique, bringing art and culture to an incredibly diverse spectrum of people. 
I struggle in vain to think of another centre in the world simultaneously offering an outlet for young bands, 
a venue for internationally acclaimed musicians,  a platform for local talent, not to mention a meeting 
place for the community,  a space for reflection,  for language learning,  for dance, for all the aspects of hu-
man community in danger of being lost in our fast paced technological world.  

Sadly,  Sa Taronja is the exception where it should be the rule.  Would that all communities have a centre 
as open,  as dedicated to human expression as Sa Taronja, a place dedicated not just to the enjoyment of 
art, but to the social and cultural development of its community.  I believe we need to foster this kind of 
cultural leadership, and that what is at stake is not just the loss of a centre, but the loss of a rich source of 
meaning, of identity.  For all of its myriad offerings, Sa Taronja offers us, through art and culture, an oppor-
tunity to cultivate our vision, and to inspire our imaginations.  In my experience, this magic of art allows us, 
I might even say demands us to think more clearly, to feel more deeply,  and to live a better life.  This is the 
true treasure of Sa Taronja and what is truly at stake with its financial troubles.  I know how difficult it is 
the world over for arts organizations but I truly hope Sa Taronja, an absolute jewel of Mallorca,  will find a 
way to prosper. 

With hopeful anticipation,
Kirsten Olafson

New York (917) 267-7571
Berlin (49) 01577-7822236
Toronto (416) 654-7011



To the east: 
our orange and lemon groves, 
the theatre, restaurant, bar and
studio spaces.

To the west:  
only the hills.

We will be building up to 
fifteen beautifully designed, 
minimalist units under one 
roof,  where one of our three 
hangars (a former chicken 
shed) now stands.

Architectural suggestions… borrowed from the web



A magnificent chance to get involved in a visionary project.

If you are interested, contact us. 

The clock is ticking….



Ca’n Burgos de Andratx, S.L.
Sa Taronja Asociación Cultural

Please contact us to receive our business plan.
Tina Horne
C.  Andalucía, 23
E-07150 Andratx
Mallorca / Spain
www.canburgos.com  -  canburgos@gmail.com
tel +34 680 567 494
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video link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8R3kDJt1-c




